Chawhorsburg
A R E A

SCHOOL DISTRICT

435 Stanley Avenue
Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717) 263-9281
Fax (717) 261-3321

Dear Parents/Guardians:

November 3, 2017

As you may know, the Chambersburg Area Education Association (CAEA), i.e., the teachers’ union, has
notified the District of their intent to strike on November 13, 2017. The potential strike comes after
months of collective bargaining between the Association’s bargaining team and the Board’s bargaining
team. The Board has, and will continue, to bargain in good faith in an attempt to reach a mutually
acceptable agreement that is in the best interest of the Chambersburg community. Two additional
meetings are scheduled for the week of November 6th If a tentative agreement is reached, there will not
be a strike. As we draw closer to November 13th however, it is critical that we provide our students and
their families with as much information as possible regarding a strike plan.
By Pennsylvania law, the Association must give the District no less than forty-eight (48) hours of advance
notice of an actual strike. Although the Association is certainly allowed to give more notice, we believe it
is likely the Association will provide only minimal notice. This means we could have a short notice
before the strike would begin. In an effort to better help you plan and prepare if, the teachers refuse to
work, please note the following:
•

•

•

•
•

Classes for all students enrolled in District buildings will be canceled during the strike. The
District does not have the resources available to staff classes during the strike. The District will
make every attempt to create a plan for the seniors in an effort to maintain their graduation status,
but will not have that information until we hear from Pennsylvania Department of Education
(PDE).
The District is working with PDE to provide instruction for seniors, with the goal of ensuring
that eligible seniors will graduate as planned. Additional information about senior classes will be
posted on the District’s website when it becomes available.
All student activities and events will be suspended or forfeited. This includes athletic events,
holiday events, field trips, club meetings, fundraisers, etc. Activities or events that are suspended
may or may not be rescheduled, depending on the circumstances.
School days that are canceled will be rescheduled. The District must provide students with 180
days of instruction between July 1 and June 30 of each year.
PDE may re-schedule classes during holidays or breaks that are not required under the PA
School Code. This means that school might be scheduled during the winter break, spring break,
Martin Luther King Day, President’s Day and other holidays as may be needed. PDE assumes
that every day, Monday through Friday, will be used in order to meet the 180 day
requirement. This will NOT include Saturdays, Sundays, Memorial Day, Christmas Day,
Thanksgiving Day, and January 1st.

•

•
•

Students enrolled in the FCCTC, Franklin Learning Center (FLC) or other locations staffed
by non-District employees, may attend school. Transportation will be provided on a limited
basis. Transportation will be as follows:
o Students educated outside the District will continue to receive regular transportation to
their designated school building.
o Students educated at FCCTC can receive transportation from the Chambersburg Area
High School bus ramp. FCCTC students should be at the CASHS bus ramp by 7:30 a.m.
to be transported to the FCCTC. FCCTC students will be transported back to the
Chambersburg Area High School at 2:45 p.m. for parental pick-up.
Changes to the school calendar will be posted on the District website once the information is
available by PDE.
For questions regarding the strike please contact Cathy Dusman (717) 261-4259 or
catherine.dusrnan@casdonline.org

Additional information and updates related to the strike and negotiations will be posted on the District’s
website www.casdonline.org. For information related to the Association’s position and a potential strike,
please contact CAEA Co-Presidents Doug Shatzer or Cindy Bowen.

Sincerely,

Dr. oseph Padasak
uperintendent
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