
8th Grade Enrichment Menu 

Please choose two per column to complete.  Follow directions for submission provided in your teacher’s Google classroom.  

ELA Math Science World Geography Related Arts 

Option 1: 
 

Pandemic Memoirs 
 

Follow the steps listed 
below for this assignment. 

 
 
 

Option 1: 
Covid-19 - Linear vs 

Nonlinear  
 

Look at the data in the table 
provided (scroll down). 

 
Explain if it is linear or 

nonlinear, and justify your 
reasoning. 

Option 1:  
Covid-19 and Seasonality? 
 
See below for additional 
information 

Option 1: 
Current Events Impact 
 
Follow the steps listed below, 
under “World Geography.”  

Option 1: Music 
 
Follow the directions listed 
below for this assignment.  

Option 2:  

Pandemic Expressions 

Follow the steps listed 
below for this assignment. 

  

Option 2: 
Statistics:  
Using the data, calculate the 
mean, median, mode, and 
range for Covid-19. 

Option 2: 
 
Vaccines and viral prevention  
 
Follow the directions listed 
below for this assignment.  
 

Option 2: 
Compare the impact of 
coronavirus on America, as 
well as our response, to those 
of other countries. 

Follow the steps listed below, 
under “World Geography.”  

Option 2: Tech Ed 
 
Follow the directions listed 
below for this assignment.  

Option 3:  
 

Pandemic Essentials  
 

Follow the steps listed 
below for this assignment.  

 

Option 3: 
Choose 3 different 

countries from the table 
below and calculate the 

risk that a citizen from your 
chosen countries will 

contract the coronavirus.  

Option 3: 
 
Viral reproduction and 
transmission  
 
Follow the directions listed 
below for this assignment.  

Option 3: 
A creative response to the 
impact of coronavirus 
 
Follow the steps listed below, 
under “World Geography.”  

Option 3: Physical 
Education  
 
Follow the directions listed 
below for this assignment.  

 

Option 4:  
 

Pandemic Perspectives 
 

Follow the steps listed 
below for this assignment.  

Option 4:  
Use the pie chart to answer 

a set of 3 questions, and 
then use a venn-diagram to 

create a frequency table.  

Option 4:  
Covid-19 and Plate Tectonics 
(see below) 

Option 4:  
Watch Bill Gates' Ted 
TalkThen, follow the directions 
listed below, under “World 
Geography”.  

Option 4: Careers 
 

Choose 4-6 careers and 
explain in detail their role in 

stopping/decreasing the 
spread of COVID-19 

 
 



ELA: 
 
Option 1 Directions: Pandemic Memoirs 
 
Step 1:  
Read this memoir about the 1918 flu pandemic 
https://www.cdc.gov/publications/panflu/stories/cure_janis.html 
and this memoir about the 1957 flu pandemic 
https://www.cdc.gov/publications/panflu/stories/1957_rex.html  
 
Step 2:  
Answer the following questions: 
 
A.) What specific aspects of the 1918 and 1957 pandemics are similar to the COVID-19 pandemic? Explain. 
 
B.) What specific aspects of the 1918 and 1957 pandemics are different from the COVID-19 pandemic? Explain. 
 
Step 3: 
Write your own memoir detailing your current experience during this COVID-19 pandemic. This should be written as a story told in first person. Tell 
how you/your family/your community prepared for this pandemic, describe what daily life looks like, and reveal the overall effects of this situation. 
 
 
Option 2 Directions: Pandemic Expressions 
 
Write a poem, song, or blog about how you are feeling about the COVID-19 situation right now.  Include an example of a simile, metaphor, 
personification, hyperbole, and alliteration.  There should be a clear theme throughout the poem, song, or blog.  Write 5 - 10 sentences explaining 
what your theme is and how you presented the message of the lesson to your readers.  

 
Option 3 Directions: Pandemic Essentials  
 
You have been tasked with providing a visual representation to give Americans hope in the face of this crisis.  
 
Step 1:  
Choose five elements (examples could include items, people, values, characteristics, etc.) that are essential for surviving a pandemic.  This is from 
your personal perspective (There are NO wrong answers!).  
 
Step 2: 
Create an inspirational visual representation (examples could include video, model, drawing, painting, collage, etc.) that includes these five 
elements.  These visuals should inspire Americans and show them how these elements can come together to get us through this crisis.  
 

 



Step 3:  
Write a paragraph that explains how each element is essential to America right now. 
 
 
Option 4 Directions: Pandemic Perspectives  
Look at the chart copied below. Choose a color option you like best. Use the role, audience, format and topic in that row to complete the 
assignment. For example, if you choose the pink option, you will pretend you are a healthcare provider and create a survival guide for the 
Chambersburg community to call them to action during this crisis. 
 

Color Choice Option Role Audience Format Topic 

1: Yellow Option President or Government 
Official 

The American People Speech How can the American people 
help? 

2: Dark Blue Option Grocery Store Worker Shoppers Letter How to make the shopping 
experience safer for everyone 

3: Pink Option Health Care Provider Chambersburg 
Community 

Survival Guide Call to Action 

4: Aqua Option The Virus The Host Journal Entry A day in the life of me (the virus) 

5: Orange Option Grocery Store Shelves Store Manager Social Media Post Feeling Lonely 

6: Green Option Toilet Paper  (packaged) The American People Song/Poem Why do you love me so much? 

 

 

 

 



Math Enrichment Details 

 

Directions: We encourage you to use some scrap paper to problem solve prior to responding on the document.  If 

you need help along the way with these math options, check out the notes and links provided below that take you to 

Khan Academy where you can watch videos and do some practice problems.  
 

 
MATH Option 1)Rate of Change: Linear or nonlinear? 
Here is a table showing how many cases of the Coronavirus have occurred over a five day period in Pennsylvania. 

Let x represent the number of days since March 19th, and let y represent the number of cases of COVID-19 in PA. 

Using this data, explain if it is linear or nonlinear and justify your reasoning. Put your response in the box to 

the left of the table.  

  x  Y 

1  371 

2  479 

3  644 

4  851 

5  1127 

 

 

 

 

 



MATH Option 2) Statistics About Covid-19 

The table provided shows you how many cases of Coronavirus there were on one day in March.  Using this data, 

answer the questions below about mean, median, mode, and range.  

● What is the mean/average number of cases for these five states? 

● What is the median number of cases for these five states? 

● What is the mode for the number of cases for these five states? 

● What is the range for the number of cases in these five states? 

 

Pennsylvania 

  

1,036 

Maryland  425 

New York  30,811 

Ohio  567 

Virginia  304 

 

 

 

 

 



MATH Option 3)   

The table shows how many confirmed cases of COVID-19 there were in these countries 

as of March 25, 2020.  Choose 3 countries and calculate the risk (probability) that a 

person from your chosen countries will contract the coronavirus.  You can find the 

countries populations at this site: 

 https://www.census.gov/popclock/world/gm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTRY  # CONFIRMED CASES of 

COVID-19 

POPULATION  PROBABILITY of 

CONTRACTING 

COVID-19 

       

       

       

 

 

 

 



 

Math Option 4) Pie Chart & Frequency Table 

Part 1: The pie chart displays the fatality (death) 

rate from the Coronavirus by ages.  Use this chart 

to answer the follow questions: 

1)What is the difference in fatality rate between 

being 10-19 years old and being 80+ years old? 

2)If there is a hospital floor with 308 patients with 

COVID-19 ranging from 70 to 79 years old, 

approximately how many patients would not survive 

based on the fatality rate from the chart? 

3)A different floor in the hospital has 47 patients 

with COVID-19 ranging from 40-49 years old. Approximately how many patients would survive based on the fatality 

rate from the chart?

 

Part 2:Here is a breakdown of the cases in New York City, by ages.  This data 

was used to create a Venn-diagram that compares different types of Covid-19 

cases.  Use this diagram to complete the frequency table below.  

 

 



 

Additional Math Resources 

 

Option 1  Linear or Nonlinear?: 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-eighth-grade-math/cc

-8th-linear-equations-functions/linear-nonlinear-functions-tut

/v/linear-and-nonlinear-functions-example-3 

Option 2  Statistics: 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/ap-statistics/summarizin

g-quantitative-data-ap/measuring-center-quantitative/v/mean

-median-and-mode 

Option 3  To calculate probability, you will need to divide the number of 
events, or what you want to calculate (# of confirmed cases), by 
the number of possible outcomes (population).  

Option 4  Pie Chart - Percentages: 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/pre-algebra/pre-algebra-

ratios-rates/pre-algebra-percent-problems/v/finding-percent

ages-example 

 

Venn-Diagram & Frequency Table: 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/ap-statistics/analyzing-c

ategorical-ap/stats-two-way-tables/v/two-way-frequency-tab

les-and-venn-diagrams 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Science: 
 
Option 1:  
 
Is the COVID-19 a seasonal virus (will it decrease in severity as temperatures warm)?  Click on the link below. 
 
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200323-coronavirus-will-hot-weather-kill-covid-19 
 
Read the article.  Write a 10% (200-250 word) summary detailing the findings. State whether you agree or disagree regarding the seasonality of 
this virus.  
 
 
Option 2:  
 
Vaccines help to prevent the spread of a virus. Will there be a vaccine for COVID-19 at some point in the future?  Read the following article and 
summarize whether a COVID-19 vaccine is likely to be found. 
 
https://newsela.com/read/lib-vaccine-for-new-coronavirus/id/2001006296/?collection_id=339 
 
 
Option 3:  
 
How viruses reproduce and spread 
Covid 19 
 
Watch both videos and write a 3 paragraph essay on what a virus is, and how covid 19 is different from the common flu virus.  In your conclusion 
describe what you can do to slow down the spread of covid 19. 
 
 
Option 4: Science Enrichment:  

1.  In our science classes this year, we explored continental drift and plate tectonics.   Describe 3 similarities and 3 differences 
for each theory.  

2.  Describe  the significance of the term pangaea?   (What, when, etc.) 
3.  Assume we existed on an Earth that featured Pangaea.   Describe 2 reasons how Covid-19 would have similar impacts and 

describe 2 ways you believe it would have different impacts.   Defend, justify, or explain your reasoning.  
 
If you need support or guidance on the first 2 questions, you may refer to the website below for guidance.  Question 3:   let 
your mind wander and think! 
 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/continental-drift/ 

 



 
 
World Geography: 
Option 1:  
Federal, state and local officials (the United States Congress, Governor Wolf, Representative Rob Kauffman, and many others) have recently had 
a more dramatic impact on our lives.  
Step 1: Find a current event (and link it!) that illustrates this impact on your life. 
Step 2: Explain the impact that the actions of these officials are having on your life, specifically.  
 
Option 2:  
Step 1: Find a country other than the United States that has experienced coronavirus on a widespread scale.  Examine that country’s response to 
coronavirus and the impact it is having there.  
Step 2: Compare / contrast that country’s impact and response to those of the United States.  List ten comparisons.  

Option 3:  
Step 1: Find an article / YouTube video, or other source that describes the far-reaching implications of the pandemic.  Examples include the 
postponement of the 2020 Olympics, the closing of businesses ranging from car dealerships and zoos to small local ones, cancellation or 
postponement of professional sports, and the delay of many 2020 election primaries. 
Step 2: Put yourself in the position of a person involved.  Examples include a potential Olympian, a business owner or CEO, a professional athlete 
or Bernie Sanders.  Creatively show how you would feel, if you were that person.  You may write a journal from his / her point of view, make a 
video diary, write a song, or come up with a similarly creative option of your choice. 

Option 4:  
In 2015, Bill Gates gave a Ted Talk discussing how the next big thing that will kill people worldwide wouldn’t be a war but rather an epidemic.  He 
gave warnings, tips and suggestions.  
Step 1: Watch his Ted Talk here. 
Step 2: Answer the following questions :  

1. Explain 3 reasons why the COVID-19 virus spread much more rapidly than the Ebola outbreak in Africa. 
2. Give at least 4 ways that Bill Gates suggests we reduce the spread of a virus. 
3. Compare Bill Gates’ suggestions to the way that our country is currently dealing with COVID-19. Are we following his suggestions?  
    How well might Bill Gates believe we’re doing in combating the virus? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Related Arts: 
 
Option 1: Music 
 
Choose 5 songs you are listening to that help you through this time.  Make a playlist and write how each song helps you emotionally. 
Then choose your favorite song and explain why. 
 
 
Option 2: Tech Ed 
 
While stuck at home, look for ideas of how to repurpose an item. Think outside the box.  You can use the links below to look for ideas. Complete 
the discussion post by writing a paragraph about your idea. Explain your idea, what materials did you use, how did you connect your materials, 
etc.  
 
https://www.homedit.com/repurposing-ideas/ 
 
https://www.familyhandyman.com/diy-advice/80-old-items-totally-fit-for-repurposing/ 
 
https://www.myrepurposedlife.com/mason-jar-tissue-holders/ 
 
https://www.myrepurposedlife.com/repurpose-folgers-coffee-cans-make/ 
 
https://www.personalcreations.com/blog/50-new-uses-for-old-things 
 
 
Option 3: Physical Education 
 
Comment in the discussion post what you did, how it went, and how long you did the activity. 
 

🏀Physical Education Fun🏈 
 
I hope you are trying to have at least 30 minutes of physical activity everyday 😃 

 

Whenever you are able, please go outside and enjoy the beautiful weather and take a walk. But if you are not able to get outside then 

attached are some ways to keep active during this stressful time!  

 

 



Attached are a few videos that you can interact with: 

 

 

Kids Workout for Beginners 

https://youtu.be/L_A_HjHZxfI 

 

Jumping Jax Gym 

https://youtu.be/dhCM0C6GnrY 

 

PE with Joe 

P.E with Joe | Monday 23rd March 2020 The Body Coach TV 2M views New 

 

 

Option 4: Careers 
 
Research and choose 4-6 careers. Explain in detail their role in stopping/decreasing the spread of COVID-19 in this discussion post. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


