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Overview

Engagement is the sense of connection that students have with their school and their studies. The school
learning environment affects the degree to which students are engaged with their education. Interest in
classroom activities, perceived relevance of subject matter, feeling safe at school, having defined career
and education goals, variety and availability of extracurricular activities, and relationships with adults at
school all impact the level of student engagement. This is the third year for the Student Engagement
Survey. This report compares the 2015 student engagement survey results to the 2013 and 2014 results.

This study was conducted to accomplish three goals:

 Measure the level of engagement among students

 Identify which groups of students are engaged and those who are not engaged

 Identify areas to help improve engagement

With this information, we hope to improve conditions so that all students are fully engaged in their
education. Students who are highly engaged in learning and interact with an engaging teaching staff are
most likely to reach their full potential.
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Study Design

There are three sections to the survey — engagement questions 

(8 items), engagement drivers and demographic items.

Students in grades 5-12 were invited to complete the Student 

Engagement Survey online using the K12 Insight platform. The 

survey consisted of the following:

Engagement Scale is comprised of eight items that are 
designed to measure a student’s engagement level. 
Based on the average response to these items, an 
engagement score is computed for each respondent.
Scores are classified as Not Engaged (less than 3.5), 
Engaged (3.5 to 4.5) and Highly Engaged (4.5 to 5.0).

School Environment factors include a student’s sense of 
belonging at school, feeling supported by adults, 
participating in extracurricular activities and being 
interested in schoolwork.

General Satisfaction with experiences at school and 
consideration to drop out of school were also included in 
the survey.
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Participation

Responding
Group

Number of 
Responses

(N) 

Max Possible 
Responses

(Nmax)

Response
Rate 
(%) 

2013 3,858 4,690 82%

2014 3,414 5,165 66%

2015 4,452 5,438 82%

4

Grade Level Number of Responses Response Rate for Group

05 567 86%

06 633 96%

07 627 94%

08 630 92%

09 611 83%

10 521 75%

11 495 73%

12 368 55%

2015 Response Rate by Grade Level 

All CASD students in grades 5 – 12 were invited to complete the Student Engagement Survey in 2015. 
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Participation (Continued) 

Subsidized Meals No Yes 
Did not 
answer

Total

Number of 
Participants

2284 2138 30 4452

5

American 
Indian/Alaskan 

Native Black Hispanic White

Multi-Race 
(Non 

Hispanic) Asian

Native 
Hawaiian
/Pacific 
Islander

Did not 
answer Total

Number of 
Participants 12 362 716 3096 185 69 2 10 4452

Gender Female Male Total

Number of Participants 2208 2244 4452

GIEP Student? NO YES Total

Number of Participants 4350 102 4452

SPED student? NO YES Total

Number of Participants 4027 425 4452

Number of participants by characteristics. 

Have you considered dropping out of school?
Yes No Did not answer

Number of Participants 427 3450 575
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Survey Results
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Calculating and Classifying Overall Engagement
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Highly Engaged 
(>4.5 to 5.0)

Engaged
(>3.5 to 4.5)

Less Engaged 
(less than 3.5)
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Overall Average of Engagement Items 
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Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the following statements.

4.4

4.2

4.2

4.1

3.7

3.6

3.6

3.6

4.4

4.2

4.2

4.1

3.8

3.6

3.6

3.5

4.4

4.2

4.2

4.1

3.7

3.6

3.6

3.5

1 2 3 4 5

 I have good friends at school.

 My teachers believe that I can do well in school.

 I feel that my schoolwork is important.

 I try to do my best in school every day.

 I feel safe at school.

 I am proud to go to this school.

 I am praised for doing good work at school.

 I am interested in what I am learning in school.

2013 2014 2015
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Overall Engagement

9

21% 61% 18%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

2013 (N=3,858)

23% 55% 22%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

2015 (N=4,452)

Highly Engaged Engaged Less Engaged

23% 56% 21%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

2014 (N=3,414)
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Engagement Drivers
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2013 2014 2015

% Strongly Agree and 
Agree 

Teachers talk about interesting subjects in my classes. 50% 48% 49%

My homework and other assignments are interesting to me. 31% 29% 33%

I look forward to seeing what we will do in class each day. 40% 38% 42%

My parents/guardians believe that I can do well in school. 94% 93% 92%

My parents/guardians encourage me to do my best in school. 92% 91% 90%

I attend school activities with friends. 60% 61% 61%

I participate in extracurricular activities like sports and clubs. 58% 58% 60%

I am interested in the extracurricular activities that this school offers. 57% 57% 59%

I feel like I belong at this school. 55% 52% 52%

I have a lot in common with other students at this school. 64% 59% 58%

My teachers spend enough time with me to help me do well. 61% 61% 59%

My teachers help me when I have difficulty in school. 74% 71% 72%

My teachers care about how I am doing. 70% 67% 68%
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Focus Areas to Improve Student Engagement

Aspects of the school environment were examined to find focus areas to help improve student 
engagement. Each focus area question was rated on a five-point scale, with higher values indicating greater 
satisfaction with that area.  

The relationship between each student’s ratings and their overall engagement score was analyzed. To do 
this, correlation coefficients were computed between the engagement score and each focus area question. 
A correlation coefficient measures how strongly two items are related to each other. The value can range 
from -1.0 to 0 to +1.0. The closer to ±1.0, the stronger the relationship.

Based on the combination of ratings and correlations with engagement, items were classified as high vs. 
low in ratings and strong vs. weak in relation to engagement (see table below). Those areas that were rated 
low, but had a strong correlation with engagement (red) should receive primary focus. The secondary areas 
are those that had high ratings and a strong correlation with engagement (yellow).

11

Correlation to Engagement 

Strong Weak

Driver
Rating

Low PRIMARY FOCUS

High SECONDARY FOCUS



© 2015 K12 Insight

Focus Areas to Improve Student Engagement

12

2015 Survey Results 

Driver 
Rating

Correlation to 
Engagement

Teachers talk about interesting subjects in my classes. 3.38 0.62
My homework and other assignments are interesting to me. 2.95 0.60
I look forward to seeing what we will do in class each day. 3.22 0.64
I feel like I belong at this school. 3.51 0.66
My teachers spend enough time with me to help me do well. 3.62 0.59
My teachers care about how I am doing. 3.94 0.64
I have a lot in common with other students at this school. 3.59 0.47
I attend school activities with friends. 3.55 0.38
I participate in extracurricular activities like sports and clubs. 3.56 0.29

I am interested in the extracurricular activities that this 
school offers.

3.63 0.43

My parents/guardians believe that I can do well in school. 4.55 0.46
My parents/guardians encourage me to do my best in 
school.

4.50 0.46

My teachers help me when I have difficulty in school. 3.88 0.57

Median
Driver Rating 3.59
Correlation To Engagement 0.57

Correlation To Engagement
High Low

Driver
Rating

Low Primary Focus

High Secondary 
Focus

Best 
Opportunity  

to Gain
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Highlights

The purpose of this survey was to measure the level of engagement among CASD students, identify which 
groups of students are engaged and those who are not engaged, and identify areas to help improve 
engagement. The following themes emerged:

Overall engagement levels among CASD students in 2015 were similar to the levels for 2014 and 2013.
• The overall level of engagement among students was 78% this year. The proportion of students who 

were highly engaged, engaged and less engaged stayed the same in 2015 as it was in 2014. 

Engagement levels were the lowest among dissatisfied students and students who have considered 
dropping out of school. 
• While the majority of students were engaged, less than half of the students who answered that they 

were dissatisfied with their school experience and those who said they had considered dropping out of 
school were engaged or highly engaged.  

Student ratings of items related to instruction have increased. 
• Even though the best opportunities for CASD to increase student engagement involve activities related 

to instruction and curriculum, student responses for these items were generally more favorable this 
year compared to the previous years. 
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K12 Insight is a research and communications firm that helps school district 

leadership better engage in conversations with parents, teachers, staff, 

students and the general public on critical district issues.

K12 Insight's approach results in greater transparency and collaborative 

decision-making.

Watch our Let's Talk! video at http://bit.ly/1umZZVj to learn how to build 

community trust by listening, learning and leading with care.

Learn more about K12 Insight via:

http://vimeo.com/k12insight/review/89872491/94c6fa5cfb
http://bit.ly/1umZZVj
https://www.facebook.com/K12Insight?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/K12Insight?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/K12Insight
https://twitter.com/K12Insight
https://www.linkedin.com/company/k12-insight?trk=company_logo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/k12-insight?trk=company_logo

