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Dear Parents,

I would like to share with you the findings from our first Student Engagement Survey, which measures the
overall interest students have in school. This survey was conducted in grades 6 — 12. The goal of the survey was
to measure the level of student engagement and provide a means for the district to identify improvement areas.
A national firm, K12 Insight with experience and expertise in conducting similar surveys in school districts
nationwide, conducted and managed the survey. This first initiative was launched in connection with our new
Comprehensive School District Plan, one component ofwhich is improving communication within and
throughout the school district on a regular and consistent basis.

Overall, students reported high levels of engagement, as the results show below:

• 81% feeling their teachers believe they will succeed
• 92% saying they have strong parent/guardian support and encouragement
• 82% of responding students indicating they are either Engaged or Highly Engaged

A total of 3,857 students in grades 6-12 responded to the Student Engagement Survey, for a strong 82%
response rate. Respondents were comprised of 1,824 middle school students (grades 6-8) and 2,033 high school
students (grades 9-12). All individual responses were collected by a national research company and will be kept
confidential. The information that the district received is summarized by district and building levels. For
example: 88 % ofthe students who completed the surveyfeel that their schoolwork is important.

Other findings show that the majority of secondary students feel safe in school. This is a strong foundation that
lends itself to a supportive, collaborative learning environment. Only 50% of responding students, however,
said that teachers talk about interesting subjects in their classes, while just 40% said they look forward to seeing
what they will do in class each day.

Each school will now review its own results and explore next steps, while the district will conduct student focus
groups to seek input on drivers of school engagement. We will also offer professional development and school-
based instructional opportunities to help teachers make the classroom experience more relevant for all our
students.

To view the full report, please visit the YourVoice page on the district website at
http://www.casdonline.org/yourvoice.

Sincerely,
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Dr. J seph Padasak
uperintendent of Schools


